7o       THE MAGICAL CONTROL OF THE WEATHER  CHAP.
The Lakhers of Assam are an agricultural people, and
therefore need a regular fall of rain in order to ensure their
subsistence.   To procure rain they resort to a variety of
charms, based on homoeopathic or imitative magic.    Thus
in Saiko a chosen man is sent out to fetch a stalk of wild
cardamum (Amomum dealbatum)*    The cardamum stalk is
planted in the village street, and the man who brought it rubs
it up and down with his hand.    When rubbed, the cardamum
stalk makes a noise, "Vut, vut, vut" which the Lakhers say
resembles thunder, and while the man who is performing the
ceremony is rubbing the stalk, another man pours a bamboo
tube full of water over his back.    The water resembles rain,
and incidentally in running down the cardamum stalk it helps
to increase the noise of the thunder.    The day on which this
ceremony is performed the whole village is taboo (pana).
Another method used in Siaha and also in Saiko is as follows.
An eel is caught and its head cut off and fixed to a pole
planted on the roadside and pointed to the sky.    Water is
poured on to the eel, and also on to the person holding it up to
the sky.   As the eel lives in water it is believed that when it
ia killed its spirit becomes very thirsty, and if its head is
pointed up to the sky in this way its spirit is sure to bring rain.
On the day of the ceremony the village is taboo (pana).    In
Savang, if drought is threatened, the villagers go down to the
Tisi River.    There they find a stone with a large hole in its
top which contains water, bale all the water out, and then
sacrifice a fowl near the stone, and place the sacrificial parts of
the fowl, that is, the tongue and the tail, in the hole.    The
fowl is then cooked, and a little of its liver and meat are placed
inside the hole, and the rest of it is eaten.    They think that
the spirit who lives in the hollow stone will call down rain to
fill its home with water again.    Having eaten the chicken they
all go home, and the rest of the day is taboo (pana).   After
a few days the stone is inspected, and if it has filled up with
water and small fish are swimming about, the omen is favour-
able and good crops are expected ; if, however, the stone fails
to fill up with water, it is believed that a drought will occur.
In the Kawlchaw River there is a deep pool called Siataw, with
overhanging precipices.    The Lakhers believe that if fish are
poisoned in this pool rain will fall, because the spirit of the